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Council approves new Fort Erie Animal Welfare, Protection and Control By-law 
 
FORT ERIE (July 28, 2021) Recently, Council approved a new Animal Welfare, 
Protection and Control by-law to modernize and update the current animal by-laws and 
animal control services. The new by-law includes the five animal freedoms that protect 
animal welfare. 
 
The by-law provides Town specific regulations to existing legislation and acts as a 
reference guide of roles and responsibilities for a contractor charged with the 
responsibility of providing Poundkeeper services on behalf of the Town. Poundkeeper 
services provide premises for the enclosure and safekeeping of any animal impounded 
and ensure that the premises are clean and in good condition. 
 
Key changes that were made to create the new by-law include: 

• Consolidating all animal related by-laws into a single source document 

• Providing enhanced definitions 

• Providing new provisions for standards of care, animal noise, pens and 
enclosures, etc. 

• Refining current provisions for identification tags, licence appeals, muzzle orders, 
etc. 

• Mapping out enforcement and inspection powers for the administration of the by-
law 

• Ensuring that the by-law had a neutral administrator, so that provisions could be 
contacted out to agency if possible 

 
“With the introduction of the PAWS Act and its Animal Welfare Inspectors, animal 
cruelty investigations which were once performed by the OSPCA, are now the 
responsibility of the province.  Updating the Town’s animal related By-laws are timely 
based on these recent legislative changes.” says Paul Chudoba, Coordinator, Law 
Enforcement.  
 
Changes to the Town’s Animal Welfare, Protection and Control By-law were based on 
recommendations from Council, and reviewed by Jennifer Friedman, who is a lawyer 
that specializes in animal rights and welfare, and veterinarian Dr. Anneliese Heinrich.  
 
For more information, read the Animal Welfare, Protection and Control By-law Report. 
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https://www.forterie.ca/bylaws/2021-073/$FILE/73-2021%20Animal%20By-law.pdf
https://www.forterie.ca/bylaws/2021-073/$FILE/73-2021%20Animal%20By-law.pdf
https://forterie.civicweb.net/FileStorage/4A6D99C39DA24C3CAF5C2E55F06CC5A5-PDS-17-2021%20Animal%20by-law.pdf
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