
FORT ERIE 
ACCESSIBILITY 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Date, Time, and Location 

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. in Conference Room #1 at Town Hall 

Members Staff Resources 

Dennis Hernandez-Galeano, Chair  
Bev Ferris, Vice-Chair 
Gary Kooistra  
Barbara McLeod     
Tammy Clark (regrets) 
Lori Brant 
Veronica Sparling (regrets) 
Steve Gucciardi, Transit Representative 
(regrets)  
Councillor Ann-Marie Noyes  (regrets) 

Keegan Gennings, Chief Building Official    
Sean Hutton, Facilities Supervisor (regrets) 
Bev Bradnam, Manager, Strategic Initiatives 

Guests: 

Samantha Sendzik, Executive Director 
Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara 
Region (LDANR)  (to 6:53 p.m.) 
Signe Hansen, Manager, Community Planning (to 
6:14 p.m.) 
Lindsay Richardson, Senior Community Planner 
(to 6:14 p.m.) 
Adam McLeod (former AAC Vice-Chair)

1) Call To Order 

The September 24, 2019 Accessibility Advisory Committee meeting was called to order at 
5:13 p.m. 

2) Approval of Minutes 

Recommendation No. 1: 

Moved by: Bev Ferris 
Seconded by: Lori Brant 

THAT: The June 25, 2019 Minutes of the Fort Erie Accessibility Advisory 
Committee meeting be approved as printed.   

(CARRIED) 

3) Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara Region (LDANR) 

Samantha Sendzik, Executive Director of Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara 
Region (LDANR), provided an overview of the services that the not-for-profit organization 
provides to Fort Erie and Niagara Region residents. A copy of Samantha’s presentation is 
attached as Appendix “3” to the Minutes. 
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3) Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara Region (LDANR, continued)  

 
The purpose of the LDANR is to provide resources and support to individuals who are 
affected by learning disabilities within the Niagara Region. They provide leadership in 
learning disabilities advocacy, research, education and services, and advance the full 
participation in society of children, youth and adults with learning differences.  
 
LDANR is made up of a Volunteer Board of Directors, Volunteers, Program and Office 
staff, members, families and participants and they have partnerships with both school 
boards, Brock University and Niagara College. 
 
LDANR provides programming and services that include: Reading Rocks; Better 
Emotional & Social Times (B.E.S.T.); Reading Rocks Junior; Let’s R.E.A.D.; Sunshine, 
Learning, Achievement & More (S.L.A.M.) and Jump Math. Programs serve children and 
youth with diagnosed, identified or suspected learning disabilities. Some participants may 
also have AD(H)D.  
 
Reading Rocks Junior and Let’s Read are programs offered in Fort Erie using volunteers. 
The programs in Fort Erie are presently being offered at John Brant Public School in 
Ridgeway.  
 
Samantha was asked how they look for volunteers and she responded through the 
Libraries and YMCA. Bev B. advised that the Town’s social media or e-newsletter could 
be used as a source to attract volunteers and suggested that Samantha connect with her 
when vacancies occur and she will work with the Communications Advisor.  
 
Dennis asked what qualifications volunteers require and Samantha advised that 
volunteers have to be over 16 and have a police/vulnerable sector clearance. Dennis 
asked if there were any particular skills the volunteer needed and Samantha advised that 
all volunteers are trained on the specific programs.  Members also suggested that she 
may also wish to connect with the Beachcombers, Ridgeway-by-the-Lake and Advancing 
Crystal Beach to seek volunteers, especially retirees. 
 
Samantha noted that transportation can sometimes be a challenge, especially during the 
winter months.  
 
LDANR offers approximately 600 program spots per year and many children return each 
program season.  
 
Samantha described the importance of early intervention and the program evaluation (pre 
and post program assessments) that take place and are used to inform instruction, 
evaluate programs and report to funders.  
 
In closing, Samantha noted that October is Learning Disability Awareness month and the 
LDANR are running a campaign at the Book Outlet in St. Catharines. 
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4) Waterfront Accessibility Improvements (preliminary discussions) 

 
Signe Hansen, Manager, Community Planning, and Lindsay Richardson, Senior 
Community Planner, provided an overview of the waterfront accessibility inventory that 
took place this summer.  Lindsay advised that the 2017 Waterfront Strategy approved by 
Council identified the need for universal access to the waterfront, where feasible. The 
Waterfront Strategy covers 30 kms. along Lake Erie and 15 kms. along the Niagara River.  
 
Lindsay explained that the 2019 Capital Budget included $50,000 in funding for 
accessibility improvements (clearing of vegetation, surface improvements, installing 
accessible seating, picnic tables and signage). The work also took into consideration the 
Design of Public Spaces, including exceptions due to cultural and natural heritage as 
outlined in the Regulation.  

 
Lindsay provided a review of the actions being considered: 

 
Bertie Boating Club: 

- Sign the facility for public access 
- Install parking signage in the public lot across the street (for general and accessibility 

purposes) 
- Add accessible parking spaces in the public lot across the street 

 

Bernard Beach Park: 

- Mark and sign accessible and general parking spots 
- Provide accessible picnic tables 

 

Thunder Bay Waterfront Window: 

- Clear existing overgrowth 
- Re-establish the existing pathway to water’s edge (wood chips due to environmental 

constraints) 
 

Waverly Beach Park: 

- Add accessible parking spaces in the public lot. Install parking signage for general and 
accessibility purposes. 

- Provide accessible picnic tables 
- Install a mobi-mat from the boardwalk to the beach, upon resolution of algae problem 

 

Windmill Point Waterfront Window: 

- Install a mobi-mat down to the water 
- Sign and mark accessible and general parking spaces 
- Install accessibly-designed vehicular barriers 

 

Rivertrail Waterfront Windows (along Black Creek) 

- Address private encroachments 
- Short term: survey, signage, property markers 
- Long term: access strategy required 
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4) Waterfront Accessibility Improvements (preliminary discussions), continued 

AAC members were encouraged by the additional mobi-mats for Windmill Point Waterfront 
Window and Waverly Beach. Bev B. noted that a request was made earlier in the year to 
have mobi-mats installed at Bernard Beach but it was noted that the natural features at that 
location and drainage would not be ideal for the inclusion of mats at Bernard Beach.  

Lindsay also advised that additional mobi-mats will be placed at Bay Beach, near Ashwood 
entrance. Lori questioned why the mats were pulled out early as September was ideal to visit 
the beach without all of the tourists. Sean will be asked to provide reasoning, which may 
have to do with the lack of students or a Town presence at the beach. Lori noted that also 
due to the wear and tear, as everyone was using the mats, that there would be huge bumps 
created and there were times she could not go left or right where the mats meet the concrete. 
Signe advised that Sean is looking at all operational issues as this was an experimental year 
and comments should be provided to him. 

Dennis advised that during his recent Niagara Health Accessibility Advisory meeting he 
spoke about Bay Beach and the accessibility improvements made.  

Signe and Lindsay were both thanked for their presentation and the work that they are doing 
to improve access to our waterfronts. Signe and Lindsay left the meeting at 6:14 p.m.  

 

5) Outstanding Matters  
  

1) Regional Accessibility Advisory Committee  

-  New Intersection at GFESS – Region of Waterloo has provided its Design Standards 
(2017) that shows the whole curb depression requires tactile warning plates to meet 
the standard. Keegan noted that the problem is with the Town and Niagara Region as 
the OPS Standard is a grey area and should be clearer and reflect the Design of Public 
Spaces Standard requirements. Bev was directed to send the Region of Waterloo’s 
2017 Standards to Frank Tassone at the Region of Niagara. Frank had presented the 
Region’s interpretation on the tactile warning surface indicators that were based on 
2007 standards. Keegan will follow up with Infrastructure Services about how the Town 
will comply with the DOPS if it continues to conflict with the Region. Bev’s email to the 
Region will be copied to both Kelly Walsh and Keegan. 

-  Accessible Bus Demo – follow-up with Veronica at next meeting. 

-  Niagara Specialized Transit Study – Public Focus Group – Wednesday, September 25 
in St. Catharines and Thursday, September 26 in Niagara Falls. Dennis will attend the 
September 25 Focus Group and Bev advised that she was invited to participate in a 
staff focus group on September 25, in the morning. 

2) Parking Concerns – Walmart Accessible Parking Spaces 

Keegan provided a view of the present Walmart parking, which shows 8 barrier free 
accessible spaces and then showed the Committee the new plan approved and now 
being completed that will have 10 Type A and 6 Type B spaces.  
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5) Outstanding Matters, continued  

2) Parking Concerns – Walmart Accessible Parking Spaces, continued 

AAC members were excited about Walmart’s accessibility improvements, which 
required reopening the site plan at a cost to them. Bev B. was directed to send a thank 
you on behalf of the AAC and noted that Walmart was nominated for the Accessible 
Business of Excellence Award.  

3) Fort Erie Active Transportation Committee (FEAT) 

Dennis advised that the consultants provided an update at the last FEAT meeting on 
the status of the Active Transportation Master Plan. The consultants advised that they 
are in the last two stages, which will include an open house to present the findings.   

4) Letter to 660 Garrison Road re Life Labs  

Bev noted that the parking lot has been completely repaved and new accessible 
parking spaces and signage added. The ramp near the Life Labs building was not 
completed. It was noted that the property has been sold.   

5) Community Theatre – Greater Fort Erie Secondary School 

Keegan will follow-up with the Facilities Manager as the work was to be done during 
the summer months. 

6) Accessible Taxi Cabs 

Remain on outstanding, awaiting further comments from Councillor Noyes. 

7) Stop Gap Ramp Project 

Discussion took place regarding the legal obligations by business owners and the 
possibility of including Stop Gap under the Multi-Year Plan. Lori noted that some 
sidewalks are very narrow and a ramp would not be possible and suggested that 
perhaps when reconstructing sidewalks they could be widened. As an example, Lori 
stated that when the new sidewalk was put on Erie Road the sidewalk on the north 
side could have been widened instead. Bev noted that the sidewalk on the south side 
was for pedestrians entering the beach from the south side parking lot. It was agreed 
that the Multi-Year Plan should include “consideration by the AAC for all major 
downtown projects, as a key stakeholder”.  

8) Albany Place Parking 

Bev showed a picture of the parking lot that now includes five new reserved spaces for 
tenants with mobility issues. Bev will call the originator of the request for more 
accessible spaces.  Remove from outstanding. 
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5) Outstanding Matters, continued  

9) 238 Bertie Street – Request for Funding 

Keegan confirmed that he was at a recent meeting with the property owner and one of the 
physicians and they are moving ahead with the accessible washroom, which is a condition 
to receive the funding. Remain on outstanding until the washroom is constructed. 

6) Site Plans (if applicable) 

 
Keegan discussed the new patio on Erie Road that Council recently approved a rezoning 
on for a larger concrete patio that did not require a building permit. Keegan noted that the 
building only has 38 seats inside and is less than 300 sq. metres so accessibility provisions 
do not apply.  Keegan confirmed that the patio is flush with the ground level; however, the 
building only has a 3 ft. wide door and possibly a step in. Keegan agreed that part of his 
commenting on the site plan can encourage that the patio is graded so that it can be flush 
with the opening into the building. 
 
Lori noted that Casa Hugo on Erie Road is fully accessible as the owner has a family 
member with a disability so he wants to ensure that everyone can access the restaurant. 
Dennis noted the new Italian restaurant on Erie Road also has a patio but they have 
fenced the entire patio and there is no accessible entrance onto it. 

7) Multi-Year Accessibility Plan 2019-2023 

 
The on-line survey will be closed this Friday and responses will be added to those obtained 
during Ridgefest to form part of the Plan. Bev noted that she approved Facebook 
advertising to try and solicit survey responses.  

  
Samantha Sendzik left the meeting at 6:53 p.m. 

8) Other Matters  
 

1) Crystal Beach Waterfront Park and accessible parking 
 

Bev advised that a call was received by Chris Millar requesting additional accessible 
parking spaces closer to the washrooms at Crystal Beach Waterfront Park. Bev read the 
response from Sean Hutton stating that there are appropriate spaces at the Park and it 
was noted that the parking lot near the washrooms are for vehicles with boat trailers. 
 

2) Review of Information and Communications Standard  
 

Bev advised that the Province has extended the deadline for providing input on the 
standard review until October 18, 2019. Due to the lateness of the meeting, AAC members 
asked Bev to provide a response on behalf of the AAC. Bev noted a few of the key 
highlights of the proposed recommendations to amend the Standard include information 
regarding product labelling that Councillor Noyes has brought forward in the past. 
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8) Other Matters, continued  

 

3) Business Excellence Awards – September 26, 2019 – Buffalo Canoe Club 
 

Dennis, Tammy and Bev will be attending the Awards Ceremony. Bev noted that there 
have been some staffing challenges at the Chamber of Commerce and a request for the 
AAC to once again sponsor the accessibility award was sent to an incorrect email. It was 
noted that this award highlights all of the work that the Committee has done with 
businesses in the community. The AAC nominated Walmart, Sobeys, Southcoast 
Cookhouse and Crystal Ball Café. Lori had also requested that Casa Hugo be nominated; 
however, as they were not yet open they did not meet the criteria. Bev advised that the 
AAC needs to approve the sponsorship and confirmed that funding is available in the AAC 
budget as there have been no requests for interpretive services or braille to date. The 
following recommendation was passed by the Committee: 

 

Recommendation No. 2: 
 

Moved by:  Bev Ferris 
Seconded by: Barbara McLeod 

 

THAT: The Fort Erie Accessibility Advisory Committee sponsor the 2019 
Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence Accessibility Award in the 
amount of $750.00 (inclusive of HST). 

(CARRIED) 
 

4) Hand Rail – Town Hall 
 

The removal and replacement of the hand rail at the entrance to Town Hall was 
discussed. Several complaints have been received from those that fear someone with 
little strength on their left side will not be able to navigate the entrance to Town Hall 
during inclement weather. In follow-up with Sean Hutton he has asked that the AAC 
identify it as an opportunity to upgrade the facility for accessibility.  It was noted that 
the hand rail had to be replaced because of deterioration and the Facilities staff moved 
it off to the side to help with winter maintenance. AAC members recommended that the 
hand rail be returned to its original spot or alternatively that a rail be placed on the right 
hand side as well. In the future decisions like this that impact access to a Town facility 
should be discussed with the AAC. 
  

5) Municipal Centre Parking 
 

Dennis asked that a thank you be provided to Sean and his staff for signing the hatch 
marks beside the accessible parking space closest to the bridge so that it can be 
enforced as a no parking zone. 

 
6) Telephone in Leisureplex 

 
Dennis advised that he recently had to use the Leisureplex atrium telephone to contact 
facilities staff during an event and it was very difficult to reach and he was unable to 
put the phone back on the receiver. Dennis wondered if the phone could be lowered 2-
3 inches so that it is easier to access. The request will be forwarded to Sean for action.  



ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE – SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 – PAGE 8 
 
 

8) Other Matters, continued  

 
7) Parking in Crystal Beach 

 
Lori questioned if any further action has been taken regarding parking in Crystal 
Beach as the winter months are quickly coming. Lori noted that Town staff should 
also be asked to clear the depression in curbs along Erie Road as she is unable to 
otherwise access the sidewalk and has had to park on the wrong side of the road. 
Keegan advised that this could be added into the snow removal contract. Bev 
noted that Chris Millar was working on additional parking for Crystal Beach and 
she would follow up with him.  
 

 

8) Date for Next Meeting  

  
The next AAC meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, October 29, 2019 at 5:00 
p.m. in Conference Room #1.   
  
 

9) Adjournment 
   

Recommendation No. 3: 
 
THAT: The September 24, 2019 meeting of the Fort Erie Accessibility 

Advisory Committee does now hereby adjourn at 7:13 p.m. 
 
 

Minutes recorded and prepared by:    Minutes approved by: 
 
 
 
 
Bev Bradnam, DPA      Dennis Hernandez-Galeano 
Manager, Strategic Initiatives     Chair



Samantha Sendzik, M.A., B.Ed.

Executive Director 
Learning Disabilities Association of Niagara Region 

Appendix "3" to the September 24, 2019 AAC Meeting Minutes



Learning Disabilities Association of 
Niagara Region (LDANR) 

• A chapter of the Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario (LDAO)  

• Non-profit Organization 

• Staff: 

o Executive Director – Samantha Sendzik  

o Program Coordinator – Emily Glencross 

o Project Coordinator – Sara Warriner 

o Math Coordinator – Steph McCorriston 

 
Our purpose is to provide resources and support to individuals who are affected by learning 

disabilities within the Niagara Region. We provide leadership in learning disabilities advocacy, 
research, education and services, and advance the full participation in society of children, youth 

and adults with learning differences. 

 



Who makes up LDANR? 

Members 

Families 

Participants 

Volunteer 
Board of 
Directors 

Program 
Staff 

Volunteers 

Office Staff 



What LDANR Does 

• Special Education 
Advisory Committee 
(DSBN & NCDSB) 

• Community Awareness 

• LDANR has post-
secondary students 
conduct research to test 
the efficacy of LDANR 
programming. 

 

Advocacy Research 



What LDANR Does 

• Reading Rocks 
o 1-1 literacy support 
 

• Better Emotional & Social 
Times (B.E.S.T.) 
o Self-advocacy and coping skills 
 

• Reading Rocks Junior 
o Small group early literacy 

intervention 

• Let’s R.E.A.D. 
o Small group literacy support 
 

• Sunshine, Learning, 
Achievement, & More! 
(S.L.A.M.) 
o Full day literacy summer camp  

 
• JUMP Math 

o 1-1 numeracy support 

 

Programming & Services 



Who do we serve? 

• Children and youth with diagnosed, identified or suspected 
learning disabilities  

• Some may also have AD(H)D 



What is a Learning Disability? 

o The inability to process verbal/non-verbal information, with intellectual 
abilities at least in the average range 

 
o (a) academic underachievement inconsistent with their intellectual 

abilities (at least in the average range) and/or (b) academic 
achievement that can be maintained only with extremely high levels of 
effort and/or additional support 

 
o difficulties in one or more of the following: reading (dyslexia), writing, 

math, work habits, learning skills. 
 

A ‘Learning Disability’ (LD) is a neurodevelopmental disorder that 
results in: 

Source: Ministry of Education PPM-8 (2015) 



Exclusion of other causes 

A LD is NOT the result of: 
 

• Hearing and/or vision impairments 

• Intellectual disabilities (e.g., 
Autism, Mild Intellectual Disability, 
Down Syndrome etc.) 

• Socio-economic factors 

• Cultural differences 

• Lack of proficiency in the language 
of instruction 

• Lack of motivation/effort 

• Gaps in school attendance 

 



Did you know…? 



Prevalence of LD 



1-2 children in every classroom have a 
learning disability… 

…and it’s invisible! 



Wh at isa learminp disadility? You nay des urqriseb ot kuow th atith as 

not hiug ot bowith hte begre e fo iutelligeuce achil b hsa, aithongh 

alearniu p bisad ility nay alterhi sadilit yot couveyt hat iutelfi genc e ot 

ot hers. Mor boes ti hav etob omith ho mharb achilb trie s. tI si no tso 

nuch hte amonnt fot imeor bepre efo effortt he qut sin to at a s k tha 

tdete rnim e s now successfnl hew il lde, dut ra th erot w hat bepree sih 

iubivi buall earning brodlem sae fec thi sadil ityot rece evein tornat iun 

orex qress t hatk nowledg etoo the rs. 



What might children with LDs 
experience? 

Math Issues Simulation 

https://www.understood.org/en/tools/through-your-childs-eyes/player?simq=d7e339d7-7c55-4fd0-bef6-94b1a640d9dc&standalone=true&simulation=true


Secondary Characteristics 
• Low self-esteem 

• Low self-concept 

• Poor academic 
outcomes 

• Social and emotional 
difficulties 

• Lack of motivation 

• Health related problems 

• Etc. 



Importance of Early Intervention 

• Without proper supports 
and accommodations, 
these students: 
o Fall further behind their 

peers academically 

o Develop secondary 
characteristics, which 
further increases gap 



LDANR Approach 

o Early Intervention 

o Direct & Explicit Instruction 

o Small group as possible 

o Systematic Instruction 

o Motivation and Confidence 

The LDANR uses the following evidence-based 
approaches for children with learning disabilities in our 
programs: 
 



About our programs 

• Offer approximately 600 
program spots per year 

 
• Many children return each 

program season 
 
• Staff to child ratios are kept 

minimal 
 

 



Program Evaluation 

• Pre and Post Program Assessments 
 

• Conducted at beginning of program and again at the end of 
the program 

 
• Used to: 

• Inform instruction 
• Evaluate programs 
• Report to funders 
 

  



Program Costs 

After-school Programs (Reading Rocks – 8 weeks; 16 sessions) 
Member fee: $100.00  
Non-member fee: $150.00 
 

After-school Programs (other – 8 weeks; 16 sessions) 
Member fee: $70.00  
Non-member fee: $105.00 

 

Full-Day Program (S.L.A.M.) 
 Member fee: $175.00 per week 
 Non-member fee: $225.00 per week 

 

   *Annual Family Membership Fee: $50.00 

   **Subsidy and payment plans are available  



Application Process 

1. Submit Program Application Form (online or hard-copy) 

2. Submit Supporting Documents  

• Most recent report card (*required) 

• Individualized Education Plan (if applicable) 

• Assessments (if applicable) 

• Teacher Feedback Form (if possible) 

3. A screening process is conducted by LDANR to 

determine eligibility 





LDANR Programs 



Reading Rocks 
An Individualized Tutoring Program 

Gr. 
2 – 10 

What You Need to Know 
 
• After school program 
• Twice per week (1 hr each) for 8 wks 
• Offered in Fall, Winter and Spring 
• Targets phonics, sight words, fluency 
• Each child is paired with a qualified 

volunteer tutor 
• Offered in St. Catharines, Welland, and 

Beamsville 

• 10 children per site 
• 10 volunteers per site 
• 1 Program Staff per site 



Individualized 
workstation to track 
child’s progress and 
increase motivation  

• 4 X 15-minute blocks – Phonics, sight words, fluency, flex block 
• Games and activities to reinforce skills 
• Graph success 

Reading Rocks 
An Individualized Tutoring Program 



JUMP Math 
An Individualized Tutoring Program 

Gr. 
1 – 8 

What You Need to Know 
 
• After school program 
• Twice per week (1 hr each) for 8 wks 
• Offered in Fall and Winter 
• Targets numeracy skills & 

computational fluency 
• Each child is paired with a qualified 

volunteer tutor 
• Offered in St. Catharines & Welland 

• 10 children per site 
• 10 volunteers per site 
• 1 Program Staff per site 



Reading Rocks Junior 
An Early Literacy Intervention 

ELKP 
Gr. 1 

What You Need to Know 
 
• After school program 
• Twice per week (1 hr each) for 8 wks 
• Offered in Fall and Winter 
• Targets phonics, sight words, printing 
• Qualified staff and volunteers 

provided 
• Offered at local elementary schools 

across Niagara 

• 10 children per site 
• Ideally 3 volunteers per site 
• 2 Program Staff per site (Group & 1-1) 



St. Catharines   -   Niagara Falls   -   Fort Erie   -   Fonthill 

• Book Crawl 
• 3 literacy stations - Phonics, sight words, printing 
• 12 minutes at each 
• Games and activities to reinforce skills 

Reading Rocks Junior 
An Early Literacy Intervention 



Let’s R.E.A.D. 
Read, Explore And Discover 

Gr. 
2 - 4 

What You Need to Know 
 
• After school program 
• Twice per week (1 hr each) for 8 wks 
• Offered in Fall, Winter and Spring 
• Targets phonics, sight words, fluency 
• Qualified staff and volunteers 

provided 
• Offered in more remote areas of 

Niagara 

• 10 children per site 
• Ideally 3 volunteers per site 
• 2 Program Staff per site (Group & 1-1) 



St. Catharines   -   Niagara Falls   -   Fort Erie   -   Port Colborne 

• 3 literacy stations - 
Phonics, sight words, 
fluency 

• 15 minutes at each 
• Games and activities to 

reinforce skills 

Read, Explore And Discover 

Let’s R.E.A.D. 



B.E.S.T. 
Better Emotional and Social Times 

Gr.  
3 - 5 

What You Need to Know 
 
• After school program 
• One session per week (1.5 hrs) 
• Offered in Fall, Winter and Spring 
• Targets social skills, coping 

strategies and mindfulness 
• Offered in St. Catharines 

• 8 children per site 
• Ideally 3 volunteers per site 
• 2 Program Staff per site (Group & 1-1) 



S.L.A.M. 
Sunshine, Learning, Achievement, and More! 

• 2 groups of 10 children per site  
• Ideally 4 volunteers per site 
• 5 Program Staff per site (Site Supervisor, 2 X Group, 2 X One-to-one) 

Ages 
6 - 11 

What You Need to Know 
 
• Full day summer camp 
• 6 weeks; 9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
• Targets phonics, sight words, 

fluency, social and coping skills 
• Qualified staff and volunteers 

provided 
• Affordable for families 



St. Catharines   -   Niagara Falls   -   Welland 

• ½ day on literacy stations (phonics, 
sight words, fluency) 

• ½ day on recreational/social skill 
activities 

• Games and activities to reinforce 
skills 

S.L.A.M. 
Sunshine, Learning, Achievement, and More! 



• Therapy dogs 

• Fun, hands on 

academic games 

• Graphing success 



Program Testimonial 
“[Our son] is very much enjoying the program and his dad and I are 
encouraged by his progress. I'm very thankful for the program and that 
he has been admitted to it. We did over a year and half [at a private 
tutoring company] before [our son] was diagnosed with his LD and 
honestly, we saw more results from the first half of his first Reading 
Rocks session! He really enjoys the one on one learning with the same 
tutor each session. It's truly wonderful to see him learn and see how 
the tutor develops and learns over the session as well. This program is 
a win-win for sure!” 

 
- Reading Rocks Caregiver, Winter 2019 

 



Help us spread awareness! 

• October is Learning Disabilities awareness month 

• We will be giving away 4 X $25 Book Outlet gift cards 

• Each Monday in October, we will upload a LD related post to 
our Facebook page 
o ‘Like’ the post to be entered to win 

o Winners will be drawn each Friday 



Samantha Sendzik 
ssendzik@Ldaniagara.org  

www.LDANiagara.org 

(905) 641-1021 

Interested in receiving program info?  
Add your email to the list, or sign up online!   

Facebook  
/LDANiagara 

Twitter 
@LDANR1 

Pinterest 
/ldaniagara 

mailto:ssendzik@Ldaniagara.org
http://www.LDANiagara.org



