
  

 
 
 

OMB DECISION APPROVES CRYSTAL (BAY) BEACH 
DEVELOPMENT IN FORT ERIE 
 
FORT ERIE, JANUARY 31, 2011 – The Molinaro Group/Town of Fort Erie public-private partnership for a 
12 storey, 87 unit residential condominium building with integrated public and supporting commercial uses  
on the Bay Beach site has received approval from the Ontario Municipal Board. 
 
The 54 page decision issued on January 28, 2011 by OMB Member, R. Rossi, took into account evidence 
presented during a week and a half hearing he chaired in early November 2010. 
 
In the decision it was concluded that the Zoning By-law Amendment No. 26-10 should be approved as it is 
consistent with: 
 

- the relevant policies of the 2005 Provincial Policy Statement; 
- addresses the purposes of the Planning Act as set out in Section 1.1; 
- conforms with the relevant policies of Places to Grow; 
- conforms to the Town of Fort Erie’s stated objectives and goals for Crystal Beach in the Official 

Plan; 
- addresses the relevant sections of the 2006 Parks and Open Space Master Plan; 
- addresses the 2005 Crystal Beach Neighbourhood Plan; 
- represents good land use planning; 
- is in the public interest; 
- is appropriate in the urban design context; 
- is compatible with the adjacent community and creates no undue or adverse impacts on the 

adjacent properties. 
 
Mr. Rossi stated in his decision “clearly, the Town of Fort Erie has a vision to make this area the best it can 
be”.  He also noted “this proposed development demonstrates in the Board’s determination a persuasive 
step toward invigorating Crystal Beach”. 
 
Vince Molinaro of the Molinaro Group said “I’m extremely pleased with the results and look forward to 
proceeding with further development of this exciting project and our continued work with such a 
progressive community”. 
 
When asked about the decision, Mayor Martin stated “I agree with the Board’s findings and a new history 
of Crystal Beach begins with this decision”. 
 
The decision is available on the Town’s web-site at www.forterie.on.ca. 
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For more information: 
 
Harry Schlange, CAO 
Town of Fort Erie   
(905) 871-1600 ext. 2200 
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